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Professor Steven S. Gensler, University of Oklahoma, College of Law

Professor Steven S. Gensler joined the OU law faculty in 2000 after serving two years as a Visiting Assistant Professor at the University of Illinois College of Law. During 2003-04, Professor Gensler was the Supreme Court Fellow at the Administrative Office of the United States Courts.

From 2005 to 2011, Professor Gensler served as a member of the United States Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Civil Rules. He currently serves as a consultant to the Judicial Conference's Federal-State Jurisdiction Committee.

Professor Gensler is the author of Federal Rules of Civil Procedure: Rules and Commentary (West) and a wide range of articles on federal practice and procedure. 

Professor Gensler began his legal career as a law clerk to the Honorable Deannell Reece Tacha on the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit (1992-93) and to the Honorable Kathryn H. Vratil on the United States District Court for the District of Kansas (1993-94). He then worked as a litigation associate in Milwaukee, Wisconsin for four years, most recently with Michael, Best & Friedrich, LLP.

Professor Thomas E. Main, University of Nevada, School of Law

Professor Thomas E. Main is the William S. Boyd Professor of Law, UNLV.  He is a leading figure in the field of civil procedure. His books have been published by Aspen, Foundation, West, and Oxford University Press. One of these books, Civil Procedure: Doctrine, Practice, and Context, is now in its sixth edition, and is one of the most popular casebooks in the field.

Professor Main’s scholarship appears in the University of Pennsylvania Law Review, the Washington University Law Review, the Notre Dame Law Review, the Ohio State Journal on Dispute Resolution, the American Journal of Comparative Law, and other respected journals. Most of his scholarship explores the history of procedure and the interaction of formal and alternative methods of dispute resolution. 

Professor Main is a former Chair of the Civil Procedure Section of the Association of American Law Schools. He is also an elected member of the International Association of Procedural Law and the American Law Institute. Prior to entering academia, he clerked for Judge Ruggero J. Aldisert of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, was an associate in the trial department at the law firm of Hill & Barlow (Boston, MA), and was the associate general counsel of Platinum Equity (Los Angeles, CA).

Panelists

William Belt, CDS
	
Bill has 25 years of experience as a partner, shareholder, and board member of AmLaw 200 law firms, including Williams Mullen where he built one of the first law firm eDiscovery practices.  His extensive experience as a trial lawyer, including trying to verdict over 20 jury trials, and his deep experience in legal technology, including working with AmLaw 200 law firms, “Big Four,” and technology providers gives Bill’s clients access to a perspective built upon broad and unique experience, and a deep understanding of his clients’ business and legal technology needs and strategies. Bill started his career as a trial lawyer and his team’s defense verdict in EMF/mobile phone litigation was selected as a Top 10 Defense Verdict by the National Law Journal. Bill was also recognized by the American Bar Association for his work on the Exxon Valdez litigation. For the last 10 years Bill has participated in and now runs a Corporate-Only Roundtable where corporate eDiscovery teams, judges and industry experts have met to share experiences and discuss emerging challenges and solutions that combine technological and legal solutions. He has led managed review teams at both law firms and service providers. His team at Deloitte was selected as a Top 3 managed review provider by the New York and Washington, D.C. Law Journals.

David R. Cohen, Reed Smith

David is the chair of Reed Smith’s 70+ lawyer Records & E-Discovery (RED) Group. A Harvard Law graduate with more than 35 years of commercial litigation experience, David serves as e-discovery counsel and information governance counsel to some of the top companies in the world and has also served as a court-appointed E-Discovery Special Master. A frequent author and speaker on e-discovery, information governance, AI, and litigation strategy issues, he has won several legal technology and innovation awards, including for his leading role in developing the free E-Discovery App.

Christopher Costello, Kirkland & Ellis
         
Chris is a partner in the Los Angeles office of Kirkland & Ellis LLP where he helps lead Kirkland’s E-Discovery Team. Chris is nationally recognized in Chambers and Legal 500 as having “extensive experience in prominent multi-jurisdictional litigation,” and as someone whom clients describe as a very sharp e-discovery attorney who is “technically savvy and an incredibly trusted member of the team.” Chris is a frequent writer and speaker on e-discovery and cross-border issues. He advises clients on e-discovery and information governance matters across the EDRM, including litigation readiness, document retention and information management, cross-border discovery issues, privacy, legal holds, etc. In addition, Chris has twenty years of experience handling all aspects of complex commercial litigation for a wide variety of disputes, from inception through trial and resolution, and uses that experience to design solutions for his clients that reduce the overall risk and costs of e-discovery.  He is also member of Sedona Conference Working Group 6 where he is working to help redefine the role of the Hague Evidence Convention in cross-border discovery efforts. 

Kelly Iverson, Lynch Carpenter

Kelly is a partner at the Pittsburgh office of Lynch Carpenter and serves as co-chair of the firm’s Executive Committee and Recruiting Committee.

Kelly has been appointed to leadership roles by judges around the country, including as Co-Lead Counsel in In re: Philips Recalled CPAP, Bi-Level Pap, and Mechanical Ventilator Products Liability Litig. (W.D. Pa.) (products mass tort/class MDL); Kolstedt v. TMX Finance Corporate Services, Inc. (S.D. Ga.) (consolidated data breach class action); and In re: Erie Covid-19 Business Interruption Protection Ins. Litig. (W.D. Pa.) (insurance coverage class MDL); to the Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee in In re Blackbaud, Inc. Customer Data Security Breach Litig. (D.S.C.) (data breach class MDL); In re: Samsung Customer Data Security Breach Litig. (D.N.J.) (data breach class MDL); and In re Solara Medical Supplies Data Breach Litig. (S.D. Cal.) (data breach consolidated class action); and as Liaison Counsel in In re: Railway Industry Employee No-Poach Antitrust Litig. (W.D. Pa.) (antitrust MDL). Kelly’s trial practice includes first and/or second-chair experience at jury trial, commercial arbitration, and underinsured motorist arbitration.

Honorable Iain Johnston, Northern District of Illinois

Judge, U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois

Nominated by Donald J. Trump on February 12, 2020, to a seat vacated by Frederick J. Kapala. Confirmed by the Senate on September 17, 2020, and received commission on September 23, 2020.

U.S. Magistrate Judge, U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, 2013-2020.

Honorable Gary Jones, Northern District of Florida (3M Combat Earplug MDL 2885)

Judge Jones has served as a United States Magistrate Judge for 24 years, first for the Middle District of Florida and then for the past 13 years for the Northern District of Florida. Judge Jones currently also serves as a magistrate judge in the District of Columbia through an intercircuit assignment and as a magistrate judge on recall for the Southern District of New York.  Judge Jones received his B.A. in 1975 from Boston University, his J.D. in 1981 from the University of Miami School of Law and his LL.M degree in International Law from New York University School of Law in 1983, graduating first in his class.

Following graduation from New York University Judge Jones practiced commercial litigation in Florida for eighteen years, first as an associate and then as a partner at a large multi-service firm in Miami, Florida, and after that, for approximately ten years as a name partner in a commercial litigation firm in Miami.

In addition to his government service Judge Jones also serves on the advisory council for the EDRM and for the past eleven years has served on the planning committee for the University of Florida Levin College of Law annual ediscovery conference. Judge Jones frequently participates as a panelist for various educational conferences concerning ediscovery issues in federal courts.

Caraghy Landry, TCDI

A 25+ year veteran of the legal services field, Caraghy specializes in workflow design and continuous improvement programs. Throughout her career, she has concentrated on technology integration and process engineering for legal operations.  She is a frequent industry speaker and thought leader on the topics of Technology Assisted Review (TAR) and AI implementation, data privacy, and innovative lean process workflows. In her current role at TCDI, she oversees workflow creation, service delivery, and development strategy for the Military-Spouse-Managed Review program and other service offerings.  Her expertise in building new platforms and process design aligns closely with her company's strategy to increase innovation and improve workflow and her diverse operational experience and hands-on approach with clients is key to continually improving the end-user experience.

Mark Lyon, Williams & Connolly LLP

Mark is Williams & Connolly's Discovery Counsel. His practice focuses on the legal and technical needs of clients and case teams faced with complex information governance and discovery challenges. Within the firm, he supports a team of 60+ full-time staff attorneys engaged in fact development and discovery management, manages vendor relationships for contracted temporary attorneys, and provides training and education on discovery topics.
 	
Before joining the firm, Mark supervised document-review operations for a service provider from its New York City, Delhi, and Washington, DC offices. He developed software for the US Army Corps of Engineers, helped launch the online version of a Gannett-owned daily newspaper, and built back-end systems that enabled the prompt distribution of recovery grants to homeowners following Hurricane Katrina. Mark is a graduate of Mississippi College School of Law.

Honorable Michael North, Eastern District of Louisiana (Taxotere MDL 2740)

Judge North was sworn in as Magistrate Judge for the Eastern District of Louisiana in March 2014. Judge North spent 16 years in private litigation practice, handling and trying cases in state and federal courts, throughout the country, in diverse areas of the law including products liability, commercial litigation, labor and employment, maritime, and insurance coverage and casualty matters. Judge North received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Louisiana State University in 1987, and a J.D. from Tulane Law School, where he served as Editor-in-Chief of the Tulane Law Review and graduated first in his class.

Honorable Andrew Peck (ret.) DLA Piper

The Honorable Andrew J. Peck served for 23 years (from February 1995 until his retirement in February 2018) as a United States Magistrate Judge for the Southern District of New York, including a term as Chief Magistrate Judge from 2004 to 2005. Before his appointment to the bench, Judge Peck was in private practice for 17 years, focusing on commercial and entertainment litigation, including copyright and trademark matters, with extensive trial experience.

At DLA Piper, Judge Peck advises on copyright and trademark matters, and also serves as a resource for the firm and its clients on litigation strategy and discovery issues, from a Judge's perspective. Judge Peck particularly advises on innovative and efficient solutions to the challenges of information management, both within and outside the litigation context, including cross-border discovery issues. He frequently speaks at conferences concerning eDiscovery issues. Since joining DLA Piper, Judge Peck has been retained to serve as special discovery counsel to clients and law firms, and to submit expert reports on ediscovery issues.  He also serves as an arbitrator, mediator, and court-appointed Special Master. 

Jeremy Pickens, Redgrave Data

Jeremy Pickens is a leading information retrieval scientist and pioneer in the fields of collaborative exploratory search and technology assisted review (TAR). As Head of Applied Science at Redgrave Data, he leads research and development projects in machine learning, information retrieval, natural language processing, human-computer interface design, and related areas of computer science and artificial intelligence. Jeremy also works with the rest of the Redgrave Data team to support client matters and special projects applying TAR and other advanced technologies to legal, regulatory, and information management needs.  

Prior to joining Redgrave Data, Jeremy was Chief Data Scientist at Conga. Earlier, in applied science leadership positions at OpenText and Catalyst Repository Systems, he led the creation of advanced TAR and review technologies. He began his industry career as a researcher at FX Palo Alto Labs. Jeremy has published and spoken widely in both academic and legal technology contexts on eDiscovery, its supporting technologies, and their scientific foundations. He is an inventor with eleven issued or pending patents in search-and-information retrieval.

Jeremy graduated from Brigham Young University with a B.S. in Computer Science and International Relations. He received his Ph.D. in Computer Science from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, and conducted post-doctoral work in music information retrieval at King’s College, London.


Syreeta Poindexter, Babin Law, LLC

Syreeta’s number one priority and passion as an attorney is fighting for her client’s rights who have been harmed by the negligence of large corporations. Currently, Syreeta devotes a significant portion of her practice to investigating and litigating cases involving injuries attributable to medical negligence, product liability, and defective drugs and medicine.  Syreeta is on the Plaintiff’s Leadership Committee for IN RE: PHILIPS RECALLED CPAP, BI-LEVEL PAP, AND MECHANICAL VENTILATOR PRODUCTS LITIGATION, MDL No. 3014.
Syreeta has extensive experience with complex multi-district litigation (“MDL”) matters. Syreeta has performed work on the following MDLs:  In Re: National Prescription Opiate Litigation, MDL No. 2804, IN RE: Valsartan, MDL No. 2875 and IN RE: Davol, Inc./C.R. Bard, Inc., Polypropylene Hernia Mesh Products Liability Litigation, MDL No. 2846.

Matthew W. Poplawski, Hilgers Graben, PLLC

Matt is recognized for consulting clients and leading discovery teams on the most challenging, bet-the-company legal matters, including numerous multi-district litigations, civil investigatory demands, and Hart-Scott-Rodino requests.  Matt has been acknowledged by Chambers USA and The Legal 500 for his discovery-practice experience.  He has built several cost-effective and defensible discovery solutions and workflows for Fortune 500 companies in the context of preservation, collection, search, analytics, review, foreign language translation, production and post-production analysis.  He has consulted or been a member of several industry think-tanks and universities, including the Seventh Circuit Council on eDiscovery and Digital Information, ACEDS, EDRM, Duke Law School, George Washington University, and Harvard University.  Matt is a frequent speaker and writer on discovery, including more recently at events hosted by ACEDS and Women in eDiscovery.  

Honorable Xavier Rodriguez, Western District of Texas

Xavier Rodriguez is a former Texas Supreme Court Justice and currently sits on the bench as a United States District Judge for the Western District of Texas. Born in San Antonio, Texas, he received his bachelor’s degree from Harvard University, a master’s degree from the University of Texas LBJ School of Public Affairs, a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from the University of Texas Law School, and a Master of Laws in Judicial Studies from Duke University, Bolch Judicial Institute.  Prior to assuming the bench, he was a partner in the international law firm of Fulbright & Jaworski (now known as Norton Rose Fulbright).  He was board certified in labor and employment law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. He served in the U.S. Army Reserve Judge Advocate General's Corps and has served on the board of directors of several charitable organizations across Texas.  

Judge Rodriguez is a frequent speaker on continuing legal education seminars and has authored numerous articles regarding employment law, discovery, and arbitration issues.  He is the editor of Essentials of E-Discovery (TexasBarBooks 2d ed. 2021).  He is a member of The Sedona Conference Judicial Advisory Board, the Georgetown Advanced E-Discovery Institute Advisory Board, the EDRM Global Advisory Council, and serves as the Distinguished Visiting Jurist-in-Residence and adjunct professor of law at the St. Mary’s University School of Law.
.
Honorable Lee Rosenthal, Southern District of Texas

B.A., University of Chicago, 1974; J.D., University of Chicago Law School, 1977. Private practice, Houston, Texas, 1978-1992; Judge, U.S. District Court, Southern District of Texas, 1992- present; Chief Judge, U.S. District Court, Southern District of Texas, 2016-2022. Judge Rosenthal served on, and then chaired, the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, then the Standing Committee on the Rules of Practice and Procedure. She is Vice-President of the American Law Institute and served as an adviser for the Transnational Rules of Civil Procedure Project, the Restatement of Employment Law, the revision to the Model Penal Code on Sexual Assault, and the Restatement on the Conflict of Laws. 
	
Honorable Rukhsanah L. Singh, District of New Jersey (J & J Talcum Powder MDL and Insulin Pricing MDL)
 
Hon. Rukhsanah L. Singh is a United States Magistrate Judge in the Trenton Vicinage of the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey.  She has been serving in that role since March 2022.  Prior to her appointment, Judge Singh was an Assistant General Counsel for Litigation at BASF Corporation and previously served as an Assistant United States Attorney in the Civil Division of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of New York.  Prior to being an AUSA, Judge Singh was an Associate at Connell Foley LLP and a law clerk to the Honorable Joel A. Pisano, U.S.D.J., in the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey, as well as to the Honorable Roberto A. Rivera-Soto, Associate Justice in the New Jersey Supreme Court.  Judge Singh received her B.A. from Davidson College and her J.D. from Seton Hall University School of Law.

Honorable David Schultz, District of Minnesota (Bair Hugger MDL 2666)

Prior to his appointment, Judge Schultz was a partner at Maslon LLP for 11 years, where he focused his practice on high-stakes litigation in the areas of product liability, healthcare, commercial disputes, civil and criminal fraud, and intellectual property. As a litigator, he tried cases to verdict in state and federal courts throughout the country and developed an active appellate practice, having argued more than 50 cases before several federal circuits as well as the Minnesota Supreme Court and Court of Appeals.

Judge Schultz is board certified as a Civil Trial Advocate by the National Board of Trial Advocacy and as a Civil Trial Specialist by the Minnesota State Bar Association. In addition, he has taught trial advocacy at the National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA) as well as legal writing at the University of Minnesota Law School and William Mitchell College of Law. He has lectured on constitutional law at Carleton College and criminal law to undergraduates while a law student at Stanford University.


Michelle Six, Gunster

Michelle is a nationally recognized litigator focused on electronic discovery law, data privacy, cross border discovery, and AI technology exploration. She counsels clients on the development and execution of defensible eDiscovery processes in connection with contentious, high-stakes commercial litigation, products liability cases, antitrust matters, and internal and government investigations. Michelle regularly advises multinational corporations on data loss and records retention, as well as challenges and solutions generated by emerging technologies.
Michelle frequently writes and speaks about issues and solutions related to electronic discovery. She was recognized in 2019–2022 by The Legal 500 for Dispute Resolution: E-Discovery and recognized by Chambers Global in 2021–2023 and Chambers USA in 2020–2023 for her work in E-Discovery & Information Governance. Clients have described Michelle as “absolutely phenomenal; a truly trusted adviser” and “a true visionary in e-discovery; [who] cuts right to the heart of the matter and finds practical solutions that support overall trial strategy.” 
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