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COMPARING TWO RESOLUTION MODELS

DEADLINES IMPOSED ON
INDIVIDUAL ACTIONS (ASBESTOS MDL NO. 875)
ALL ACTIONS SIMULTANEOUSLY (BARD IVC FILTER MDL NO. 2641)

I.	Bard IVC Filters Prod. Liab. Litig., MDL No. 2641
A. August 2015 -- JPML centralizes MDL No. 2641 -- 22 cases
B. December 2015 – master complaint, including provision for punitive damages
C. December 15, 2015 – short-form fact sheets (profile form) to be submitted by every plaintiff within 60 days of filing action
D. Early 2016 – first phase of discovery completed (production of common-issue discovery documents)
E. April 1, 2016 – 48 cases selected as candidate pool for bellwether trials (parties required to submit detailed fact sheets)
F. February 2017 – second phase of discovery completed (common fact and experts issue including extensive documents)
G. March 2018 – first bellwether trial
H. May 2018 – second bellwether trial
I. September 2018 – third bellwether trial (earlier selected bellwether cases dismissed on statute of limitations grounds)
J. February 2019 – Plaintiffs withdraw selected bellwether case
K. March 21, 2019 – Cases unlikely to settle by November 1, 2019 will be remanded (First deadline extended several times)
L. May 2019 – final bellwether case settled
M. May 31, 2019 – order entered that no new cases can be added to MDL (8,000 cases pending at the time)
N. October 17, 2019 -- First tranche of 400 cases remanded because not likely to settle soon
O. March 20, 2020 – Second tranche of 1,500 cases remanded because not likely to settle soon
P. April 20, 2021 - Third tranche of 400 cases remanded because not likely to settle soon
Q. Total of 5,400 cases disposed of and 2,600 cases remanded


II.  Asbestos, MDL No. 875	
A. July 1, 1991 – JPML centralizes cases in MDL No. 875
B. October 1, 2008 – JPML assigns Judge Eduardo Robreno to preside over MDL No. 875
C. September 3, 2009 – plaintiffs ordered to submit medical reports similar to Lone Pine order
D. September 2009 – cases scheduled for show-cause hearings (300-1,500 cases scheduled at a time after receiving notice 3-4 weeks before hearing date for the next four years)
E. Following show-cause hearing, cases dismissed or given 90-120 days to conduct fact discovery
F. After discovery expiration, cases scheduled for final settlement conference or court holds hearing on summary-judgment motion within 30 days after motion filing and rules within the next ten days (target of 74 days from filing of summary-judgment motion to JPML remand for those that survive the motion) 
G. November 23, 2011 – JPML enters order that no new cases can be added to MDL 
H. September 30, 2013 — 183,545 cases resolved (Average of 3,750 cases disposed of per month for four-year period)
I. October 2008 - October 2013 --750 cases remanded following procedures
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