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Moderators
Allyson Haynes Stuart — Charleston School of Law
Professor Stuart teaches civil procedure, evidence, information privacy law and e-discovery. She has published articles on privacy in civil discovery, social media and the internet in journals such as the University of Miami Law Review, the Penn State Law Review, and the George Mason Law Review. Her latest article, The Privacy Paradox in Discovery, appears in the Summer 2024 edition of the Vanderbilt Journal for Entertainment and Technology Law.  She has served as an expert and as a Special Master in e-discovery issues arising in state and federal courts.
She served as law clerk to the Hon. David C. Norton, U.S. District Judge for the District of South Carolina, and was an associate in the New York firm of Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen and Hamilton.  She has also taught as an adjunct professor at Brooklyn Law School and at the Institute Empresa (I.E.) Law School in Madrid, Spain.
 Frank Ulmer  — Charleston College of Law
Frank is a legal writing professor at Charleston School of Law, where he also teaches professional responsibility.  Frank has worked in various legal roles, including as an active-duty Army JAG Corps officer, a federal law clerk, a defense lawyer, and a plaintiff’s lawyer.  In the JAG Corps, most of Frank’s assignments centered on litigation, including two years at the Defense Appellate Division in Washington, D.C., where he focused solely on appellate practice. After his military service, Frank moved to Charleston to clerk for Judge David C. Norton of the United States District Court for the District of South Carolina. Following his clerkship, Frank joined a defense firm and litigated mostly commercial foreclosure and lender liability actions throughout South Carolina. Most recently, Frank worked at a plaintiff’s firm, where he litigated complex class action cases in state and federal courts throughout the country.  Frank earned his undergraduate degree from Wofford College and his law degree from Washington & Lee University School of Law.
Panelists

Hon. Jennifer C. Boal - District of Massachusetts

Jennifer C. Boal currently serves as a United States Magistrate Judge in Boston, Massachusetts.
She has served in that capacity since 2010. She was the Chief Magistrate Judge from 2014 to
2017. She served on the Advisory Committee on Civil Rules from 2018 to 2024. Prior to her
selection as a federal judge, she served in the United States Attorney’s Office for the District of
Massachusetts, as well as the United States Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of New
York. She worked in both the civil and criminal divisions. For the last eight years of her career
at the Department of Justice, she was the Chief of the Civil Division in the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the District of Massachusetts. She also served on the Department of Justice’s Civil
Chiefs Working Group and received two separate Director’s Awards for Superior Performance
as an Assistant United States Attorney. Judge Boal began her legal career in private practice at
Shearman &amp; Sterling in New York City. She is a graduate of Haverford College and Cornell
Law School. She served on the Board of Managers of Haverford College for twelve years and as
the First Circuit representative to the Federal Magistrate Judges Association for six years. She
currently serves on the Board of Editors for the Boston Bar Journal and the Federal Courts Law
Review.

Hon. Hope T. Cannon - Northern District of Florida

Hope T. Cannon became a United States Magistrate Judge for the Northern District of Florida, in March 2019.  During her time on the bench, she has participated in several high-profile cases, including assisting with the settlement of the 3M MDL litigation and serving as the magistrate judge on the BELO Deep Water Horizon litigation.  Prior to taking the bench, Judge Cannon was a partner at the Bradley law firm, headquartered in Birmingham, Alabama, where she practiced in the firm’s financial services, business, and commercial litigation groups for almost two decades.  While at Bradley, Judge Cannon was licensed in Alabama, Texas, and Florida, and litigated products and commercial cases across the country before federal and state trial courts and appellate courts.  She was recognized as a Super Lawyer, a Minority Powerbroker, a Best Lawyers, and received an AV Preeminent Peer Reviewed Martindale Hubbell rating.  She was also a member of the American Bar Associations YLD, President of the Alabama Asian Bar Association, and an avid speaker and writer for the Defense Research Institute.  She is currently an American Bar Fellow and obtained her J.D. from the University of Alabama School of Law. 

Hon. Joy Flowers Conti - Western District of Pennsylvania

Judge Conti is a Senior District Judge. She served as the Chief Judge of the United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania from 2013 until December 2018. Prior to her appointment, she was a shareholder with the Pittsburgh office of Buchanan Ingersoll, Professional Corporation, now Buchanan Ingersoll Rooney (“Buchanan”), and prior to joining Buchanan she was a partner with Kirkpatrick, Lockhart, Johnson & Hutchison, now known as K&L Gates LLP. Judge Conti was a Professor of Law at Duquesne University and taught courses on civil procedure, corporations, corporate finance, corporate reorganizations and bankruptcy. She authored several articles and chapters in treatises dealing with bankruptcy and corporate law and was a frequent lecturer at seminars on those matters. Judge Conti is a former President of the Allegheny County Bar Association (1993), is listed in Who’s Who in America and Who’s Who in American Law, and while practicing law was listed in The Best Lawyers in America. She is a member of the prestigious American Law Institute and the American College of Bankruptcy. She also was Governor-at-Large of the Pennsylvania Bar Association (“PBA”), was the Chair of the PBA’s Business Law Section, and received the PBA’s 1995 Anne X. Alpern Award, which annually recognizes one outstanding woman lawyer. She was the President of the Third Circuit Historical Society. Judge Conti is a summa cum laude graduate of the Duquesne University School of Law, where she served as Editor-in-Chief of the Duquesne Law Review. Judge Conti was a member of the Judicial Conference of the United States, and is a former Chair of the Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the Bankruptcy System. She served as the Chair of the Local Rules Committee for the United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania from 2003 to September 2010 and as the Chair of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee for the United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania from September 2010 until September 2013. She received the American Inns of Court 2009 Professionalism Award for the Third Circuit and the W. Edward Sell Business Lawyer Award on November 15, 2016.

Hon. Martin Fitzpatrick – Northern District of Florida

United States Magistrate Judge -- 2020 to present
Circuit Judge, 2nd Judicial Circuit in and for Leon County, Florida -- 2013-2020
Private practice – 1996-2013
Law Clerk, Hon. Harvey E. Schlesinger, MD FLA – 1994-1996
 
Stetson University – B.A., 1991
Florida State University College of Law – J.D., 1994

Hon. Iain Johnston - Northern District of Illinois

Iain D. Johnston is a District Judge for the Northern District of Illinois, Western Division. He handles dispositive matters for civil and felony criminal matters in the Division. From 2013 through 2020, he was the U.S. Magistrate Judge for the same court, where he handled all pretrial matters for all civil and all criminal cases. He graduated with honors from both The John Marshall Law School (1990) and Rockford College (1987).

Following law school, he clerked for Judge Philip G. Reinhard in both the Illinois Appellate Court and U.S. District Court. After his clerkship, he joined the Illinois Attorney General’s Office, where he was a unit supervisor. He then entered private practice, during which time he was a partner at Altheimer & Gray and a senior counsel at Holland + Knight. On April 1, 2008, with Andrew Greene, he co-founded Johnston Greene LLC.  He has published dozens of articles, which have been relied on as authority by courts across the country. 




Hon. Gary Jones - Northern District of Florida 

Judge Jones has served as a United States Magistrate Judge for 25 years. He was appointed in 2000 in the Middle District of Florida where he served for ten years. For the last 15 years he has served in the Northern District of Florida. In 2018 Judge Jones became a recall magistrate judge. Since 2020 Judge Jones has served as a magistrate judge in the District of Columbia through an intercircuit assignment. Then in 2021 Judge Jones was appointed a full-time recall magistrate judge for the Southern District of New York.  Judge Jones received a B.A. in 1975 from Boston University, a J.D. in 1981 from the University of Miami School of Law and an LL.M degree in International Law from New York University School of Law in 1983, graduating first in his class.

Following graduation from New York University Judge Jones practiced commercial litigation in Florida for eighteen years, first as an associate and then as a partner at a large multi-service firm in Miami, Florida. After that, for approximately ten years, he was a name partner in a commercial litigation firm in Miami.

In addition to his government service Judge Jones also serves on the advisory council for the EDRM and for the past twelve years has served on the planning committee for the University of Florida Levin College of Law annual ediscovery conference. Judge Jones frequently participates as a panelist for various educational conferences concerning ediscovery and multi district litigation issues in federal courts. Judges Jones currently teaches constitutional law as an adjunct faculty member at Purdue Global Law School.

Hon. Page Kelley – District of Massachusetts

Page Kelley was appointed as a magistrate judge in the District of Massachusetts in 2014. Before that she was an Assistant Federal Public Defender in Boston for twelve years, and before that, she was a trial and appellate attorney at the Committee for Public Counsel Services, the Massachusetts' state public defender office, for sixteen years. She graduated from Smith College in 1981 and Harvard Law School in 1986. She is a judicial fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers.

Hon. Michael North - Eastern District of Louisiana (Taxotere MDL 2740)

Judge North was sworn in as Magistrate Judge for the Eastern District of Louisiana in March 2014. Judge North spent 16 years in private litigation practice, handling and trying cases in state and federal courts, throughout the country, in diverse areas of the law including products liability, commercial litigation, labor and employment, maritime, and insurance coverage and casualty matters. Judge North received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Louisiana State University in 1987, and a J.D. from Tulane Law School, where he served as Editor-in-Chief of the Tulane Law Review and graduated first in his class.




Hon. Nancy Rosenstengel - Southern District of Illinois

Federal Judicial Service:
Judge, U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Illinois
Nominated by Barack Obama on January 6, 2014, to a seat vacated by G. Patrick Murphy. Confirmed by the Senate on May 8, 2014, and received commission on May 12, 2014. Served as chief judge, 2019-present.

Education:
University of Illinois, B.A., 1990
Southern Illinois University School of Law, J.D., 1993

Professional Career:
Private practice, St. Louis, Missouri, 1993-1998
Law clerk, Hon. G. Patrick Murphy, U.S. District Court, Southern District of Illinois, 1998-2009
Clerk of court, U.S. District Court, Southern District of Illinois, 2009-2014

Other Nominations/Recess Appointments:
Nominated to U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Illinois, November 7, 2013; no Senate vote.

Hon. Thomas Vanaskie, Third Circuit Court of Appeals (ret.); Stevens & Lee

The Honorable Thomas I. Vanaskie, former Judge with the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit and Chief Judge of the United States District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania, is a member of Stevens & Lee’s Litigation Department.  He co-chairs the firm’s Appellate Practice Group with Karl S. Myers and chairs the firm’s Mediation, Neutral Services and Alternative Dispute Resolution Practice Group.   

Judge Vanaskie was appointed to the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in 2010 where he served with distinction for eight years, participating in and deciding many complex, high profile cases. Before 2010, he served as a district judge for the United States District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania for 16 years, including seven years as chief judge.

In May of 2021, he was appointed by the President of the Pennsylvania Bar Association to serve as chair of a statewide task force to study the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the delivery of legal services and to make recommendations to mitigate the disruption of services resulting from future catastrophes. The task force generated a comprehensive report that will serve as the foundation for enhancing the use of technology to assure that legal services will be delivered despite widespread disasters.





Hon. David M. Weisman – Northern District of Illinois

Top of Form
Magistrate Judge M. David Weisman was appointed to the bench on June 16, 2016.
Judge Weisman pursued his undergraduate studies at the University of Virginia, where he earned a B.S. in Commerce with distinction. He is a graduate of the University of Texas School of Law, where he received a J.D. with honors.

After graduating, he joined the Federal Bureau of Investigation, where he was a special agent. After serving in the Federal Bureau of Investigation for four years, Judge Weisman joined Glasser & Glasser PLC in Norfolk, Virginia. Judge Weisman then served as an Assistant Corporation Counsel for the City of Chicago. There, his duties included working in a program that combated drug and gang activity in the Englewood and Bronzeville neighborhoods, through the enforcement of quality-of-life municipal ordinances. Judge Weisman then served as an Assistant United States Attorney for the Northern District of Illinois from 2001 to 2012, where he served in several supervisory positions, and focused his prosecutorial efforts on gun and gang prosecutions, as well as restorative justice initiatives. Prior to his appointment, Judge Weisman was a partner at Miller Shakman & Beem, where he focused on various areas of federal litigation, and was also a partner at Katten Muchin and Rosenman from 2012 to 2014. He handled criminal and civil matters, including internal corporate investigations.

Jen Alpert -- Managing Director, Product Strategy Rubris, Inc.

Jen is a creative problem solver and compassionate listener who understands how systems, people, and processes work together to achieve organizational goals. She has almost 20 years of experience in designing enterprise software and overseeing all stages of mass tort administration. Her tenure in the mass tort industry includes designing, implementing, and supervising census and form exchange, valuation and modeling exercises, claims adjudication processes, settlement administration, common benefit time and expense systems, and payment management processes. Prior to working in the mass tort industry, Jen designed financial technology solutions for high-net-worth advisors and investors. Jen’s success in turning obstacles and inefficiencies into optimized processes has inspired her passion for creating technology to advance the mass tort industry.

Anne Andrews — Andrews & Thornton

Anne Andrews has spent over thirty years litigating personal injury and product liability cases against major pharmaceutical companies, involving dangerous drugs, medical devices, and dietary supplements. She also has extensive experience in cases of sexual assault against minors, particularly in school districts and religious organizations. Even when defendants declare bankruptcy, Anne has secured significant verdicts for her clients, including those tried before juries.
Andrews & Thornton was one of the founding firms of the University of California, Irvine School of Law. Anne, alongside the first Dean, Irwin Chemerinsky, helped shape the school's development. Anne has contributed to the school’s academic growth through forming private scholarships, serving as a moot court judge, and was appointed to the Dean’s Advisory and Visitors Committees. She has been recognized for her leadership and scholarship and was awarded an honorary doctorate from the University of California, Irvine School of Law.
Anne has been involved in major bankruptcy cases, including leading negotiations for sexual assault victims, resulting in a $4.7 billion fund for survivors in the Boy Scouts of America reorganization. She is also leading negotiations in the Purdue Pharma bankruptcy and the Talcum Powder ovarian cancer litigation with Johnson & Johnson, currently pending in Houston, Texas.
Anne has earned recognition as a leading advocate for personal injury victims in complex bankruptcy cases. She has handled intricate cases across several circuits and served on over 20 official tort claims committees appointed by the U.S. Trustee’s Office. As an expert in mass torts in bankruptcy, she is frequently invited to speak at conferences and law schools nationwide.Bottom of Form
J. Edward Bell, III – Bell Legal Group
South Carolina native, J. Edward Bell, III, founding partner of Bell Legal Group in Georgetown, SC, is an attorney, businessman, and entrepreneur. In a career spanning more than 30 years, he has distinguished himself as a top litigation attorney at local, state, and national levels and has tried more than 300 major cases throughout the United States.
A graduate of the University of South Carolina School of Law, Ed Bell distinguished himself as a top civil litigator in the field of complex litigation law with his success in the demanding auto torts and auto safety field. His work in the legal field is extensive and renowned, yet more notable is his work with students and young attorneys. His history of mentoring students interested in pursuing the law has included assistance with financial aid, internships, and housing for national and international students. It is this passion for sharing knowledge and understanding of the law that led him to become the President of the Charleston School of Law in Charleston, South Carolina.
However, Ed Bell’s most notable accomplishment is his 15-year charge and determination to secure justice for the victims and survivors of the water contamination at Camp Lejeune. He worked alongside Veteran Service Officers, victims, and survivors alike. The efforts to help Marines and their families faced many roadblocks, including a stop at the United States Supreme Court. Ultimately, this journey culminated in Ed drafting the Camp Lejeune Justice Act. This national legislation embedded into the Honoring Our PACT Act of 2022 finally establishes a pathway to justice for Marines, their families, and civilian employees who were exposed to toxic water contamination at Camp Lejeune.
William Belt, CDS, Complete Discovery Source, Inc.
	
Bill has 25 years of experience as a partner, shareholder, and board member of AmLaw 200 law firms, including Williams Mullen where he built one of the first law firm eDiscovery practices.  His extensive experience as a trial lawyer, including trying to verdict over 20 jury trials, and his deep experience in legal technology, including working with AmLaw 200 law firms, “Big Four,” and technology providers gives Bill’s clients access to a perspective built upon broad and unique experience, and a deep understanding of his clients’ business and legal technology needs and strategies. Bill started his career as a trial lawyer and his team’s defense verdict in EMF/mobile phone litigation was selected as a Top 10 Defense Verdict by the National Law Journal. Bill was also recognized by the American Bar Association for his work on the Exxon Valdez litigation. For the last 10 years Bill has participated in and now runs a Corporate-Only Roundtable where corporate eDiscovery teams, judges and industry experts have met to share experiences and discuss emerging challenges and solutions that combine technological and legal solutions. He has managed review teams at both law firms and service providers. His team at Deloitte was selected as a Top 3 managed review provider by the New York and Washington, D.C. Law Journals.

James Bilsborrow -- Weitz Luxenberg PC

James is co-chair of our Environmental, Toxic Tort & Consumer Protection group, having joined the firm in 2011.

James represents victims of environmental contamination, toxic exposure, and defective products in complex litigation nationwide.  James also represents farmers whose crops have been damaged by defective herbicides and other chemical applications, as well as clients who have developed diseases from their exposure to toxic pesticides, such as people exposed to Roundup.
In the multidistrict litigation concerning formulations of dicamba herbicides, he was appointed by the court to serve as a member of the Plaintiffs’ Executive Committee. In June 2020, the Plaintiffs’ Executive Committee announced a settlement with Monsanto to resolve claims of farmers whose crops were damaged by off-target movement of dicamba herbicides. The settlement is valued at $400 million.

Environmental litigation makes up a significant portion of Mr. Bilsborrow’s work. In 2023, he was appointed to the Plaintiffs’ Executive Committee to litigate claims on behalf of the residents of East Palestine, Ohio, following the chemical fires resulting from the derailment of numerous Norfolk Southern train cars on the Ohio-Pennsylvania border. In April 2024, plaintiffs reached a $600 million class settlement with Norfolk Southern to resolve the community’s claims. Mr. Bilsborrow also participated extensively in the multidistrict litigation brought by Weitz & Luxenberg and other firms against BP, the United Kingdom-based petroleum giant responsible for the devastating 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill. Mr. Bilsborrow served as the second-chair attorney to our Robin Greenwald, who was a member of the Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee.  He worked closely with the Phase One trial team that ultimately secured a judicial finding that BP acted with gross negligence in causing the oil spill. Mr. Bilsborrow also served on the Medical Benefits Settlement team that negotiated a commitment on the part of BP to provide compensation and preventive treatments to Gulf Coast shoreline residents and to workers involved in the spill cleanup.




Gregory Brown – Fleming, Nolan & Jez LLP

Gregory Brown earned dual Bachelor of Arts degrees in geography and government from The University of Texas at Austin in 2008. He then went on to earn his law degree from South Texas College of Law in 2011. Gregory is now licensed to practice in the state of Texas.

While he attended South Texas College of Law, Greg Brown was selected as Articles Editor of the Corporate Counsel Review and also served as Senior Senator in the Student Bar Association. Before joining Fleming, Nolen & Jez, Gregory Brown clerked for The Honorable Judge Jacqueline Lucci Smith at County Civil Court at Law #2. Greg Brown is also a certified third-party mediator and earned recognition from the South Texas College of Law Pro Bono Honors Program for his work in this field.

Francis Citera - Greenberg Traurig LLP

Frank is a nationally recognized trial lawyer representing clients in product liability, toxic torts, class actions, and other complex litigation matters in federal and state courts. Frank is co-chair of the firm’s Product Liability and Mass Torts Litigation Practice and co-chair of the Chicago Litigation Practice. An experienced architect of litigation strategies, Frank defends companies in various industries and business sectors, including retailers such as Albertsons and Claire’s Stores, and technology and electronics companies like Qualcomm, Sony Electronics and UL Solutions. He has achieved success in defeating class certification, disputing alleged claims in court, and obtaining summary judgment and outright dismissals before trial.

Geoffrey Coan – Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP
Geoff focuses his practice on products liability litigation, concentrating on pharmaceutical and medical device litigation. As national counsel for several pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers, Geoff's practice ranges from single-plaintiff cases to state court coordinated proceedings, multidistrict litigation, and class actions. Current and past cases include litigating matters involving generic pharmaceutical products for pain relief, cancer treatment, hypertension, and gastric reflux, and a wide range of medical devices, including pain pumps, 
Paul Doolittle – Poulin Willey Law Firm

Paul graduated from the University of South Carolina. Upon graduation he worked at Nelson, Mullins, Riley and Scarborough in Columbia getting an inside look at the practice of law.  Paul stayed in Columbia and picked USC Law for his legal education. Paul received the Pro Bono of the Year Award in 1993 and remains committed to pro bono efforts to this day. He was on the Dean’s Honor List and received the American Jurisprudence Award for Evidence.

After law school, Paul moved to Greenville, South Carolina where he began work at Foster & Foster handling an array of cases from auto accidents to complex automotive dealer buy/sell transactions. Paul then joined what is now Motley Rice, LLC where he eventually became a Member. There he began and chaired the firm’s Nursing Home Practice Group representing clients in multiple states receiving multimillion dollar verdicts and settlements across the country. He also co-chaired the firm’s Catastrophic Injury Group which was started to handle the firm’s most complex and high damage cases. Paul was similarly involved in Motley Rice’s medical malpractice group and the firm’s Asbestos Practice Group. He still holds the highest verdict ever received in a Minnesota asbestos trial.
Paul eventually resigned his partnership at Motley Rice and opened his own firm before joining Poulin Willey as Direction of the Class Action and Mass Torts Division.  Doolittle learned many of his courtroom skills from his friend and mentor Ron Motley. Before a judge and jury, Doolittle is serious, heartfelt and tenacious.  He is relentless in seeking justice for clients.

Lisa C. Dykstra – Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP
Lisa is a seasoned litigator and trial lawyer in Morgan Lewis’ Philadelphia Office.  Lisa primarily represents pharmaceutical manufacturers, medical device manufacturers, and other healthcare organizations in civil and criminal government investigations, parallel civil litigation, and regulatory enforcement proceedings.  Lisa’s practice focuses on proceedings involving compliance with FDA regulations, product marketing and promotional activities, product liability issues, securities fraud, and antitrust violations. As a leading member of Morgan Lewis’ Crisis Management Team, Lisa routinely develops and executes strategies to address and exit large-scale, high-profile crisis situations in cases arising under the False Claims Act (FCA), the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FDCA), the Anti-Kickback Statute, and the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.   Lisa serves as national discovery counsel to a major pharmaceutical manufacturer.  In addition, Lisa advises pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers on complex compliance issues, conducts compliance and ethics audits, and has negotiated corporate integrity agreements with the US Department of Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General.  Lisa served as an Assistant US Attorney in the District of New Jersey Criminal Division.
 
Robert Friedman - King & Spalding LLP

Robert Friedman specializes in defending leading companies in product liability cases, often in the context of a mass tort, and maintains an active trial practice.  He represents pharmaceutical, consumer product, manufacturing, and energy companies in high-exposure cases, often including “bet-the-company” litigation involving flagship brands. He helps clients to respond to congressional and other government investigations, defends cases brought by State Attorneys General, and actively litigates personal injury cases through trial in the country’s most challenging jurisdictions. 

In recent years, Robert has led the defense of a leading pharmaceutical company against claims that the antacid medication it sold caused various types of cancer. In addition, Robert has recently defended an international manufacturer in litigation involving PFAS and led a global energy company in its defense against fraud claims brought by State Attorneys General related to environmental cleanup activities.




Eric R. Goodman – Brown Rudnick LLP
Eric is a partner in Brown Rudnick’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Restructuring Practice Group. Eric’s practice includes the representation of creditors’ committees, national and international companies, federal banking regulators, debtors, secured lenders, and trade creditors in a broad range of matters, including Chapter 11 cases, out-of-court restructurings, cross-border insolvency matters, and bankruptcy-related acquisitions. He has significant litigation experience and has performed substantial work with respect to matters involving insolvent financial institutions, mass tort bankruptcies, distressed automotive suppliers, intellectual property rights in bankruptcy, and the oil and gas industry.
Eric is a member of INSOL International, the National Association of Federal Equity Receivers, and a contributing author to Inside the Minds: Creditors’ Rights in Chapter 11 Cases, 2012 ed., and the second edition of Bankruptcy Business Acquisitions, a comprehensive guide to selling and acquiring assets in bankruptcy. Eric has also authored several articles addressing the rights of creditors under the Bankruptcy Code.
Jennifer L. Greenblatt - Goldman Ismail Tomaselli Brennan & Baum LLP

Jennifer is a partner at litigation boutique Goldman Ismail Tomaselli Brennan & Baum LLP.  Jen is a trial lawyer whose diverse practice defending pharmaceutical, medical device, and other science-based companies spans complex product liability, commercial, and antitrust litigation. Jen is repeatedly ranked in Chambers USA and Legal 500 for her strong track record in multi-district litigation, particularly in the healthcare and life sciences field. Jen has served as lead counsel and trial counsel in actions across the country involving radiology dyes, herbicides, building materials products, IVC filters, cholesterol medications, potassium supplements, osteoporosis medicine, and more.

Brandon Henry – Wagstaff & Cartmell LLP
Brandon is a seasoned trial lawyer, having tried more than 25 cases to jury verdict.  Brandon’s national trial practice is focused on the representation of individuals and families in the areas of catastrophic personal injury, product liability, and mass tort litigation relating to pharmaceuticals and medical devices.  Brandon has recovered millions of dollars for injured clients, through both settlement and jury verdicts.
 In 2022, Brandon made history as lead counsel in the nation’s first transvaginal mesh trial against Coloplast, Inc., a landmark case in that nationwide litigation. This groundbreaking trial resulted in a substantial $2.5 million verdict, which has now been upheld on appeal.  
 At present, Brandon is involved in the representation of injured individuals in, among other cases, MDL No. 3081, In re: Bard Implanted Port Catheter Product Liability Litigation, pending in the United States District Court for the District of Arizona and MDL No. 3140, In re: Depo-Provera (Depot Medroxyprogesterone Acetate) Products Liability Litigation, pending in the United States District Court for the Northern District of Florida.  
Bill Johnson – Founder and CEO – TCDI - Technology Concepts & Design, Inc.
Bill’s diverse background in programming and technology leadership inspired his vision to establish TCDI in 1988, a unique technology solutions company focused on serving corporate, legal, and government markets. Recognized in 2022 with the Legal Week Lifetime Achievement Award, Bill remains at the forefront of evaluating and applying advanced technologies in the field of eDiscovery. With over 35 years of experience, Bill leads the TCDI team to continually place a strong emphasis on understanding the true capabilities of the technologies by learning and applying innovative advances as they arise. Working closely with TCDI’s TechLab over the past two years, Bill has concentrated on developing an in-depth understanding of the promises and capabilities of AI, including GenAI as well as more traditional machine learning applications.
Alyson Jones – Butler Snow LLP
Alyson serves as Practice Group Leader for our Pharmaceutical, Medical Device and Healthcare Group. Frequently called upon to assemble teams and manage both coordinated proceedings and individual plaintiff cases, Alyson represents pharmaceutical and medical device companies in product liability litigation across the country. She has “considerable MDL experience,” “continues to impress as the result of her aptitude at handling coordinated proceedings and individual plaintiff cases,” and is “attuned to understanding the underlying business implications.” The Legal 500 US Editorial (2021-2024). She is well-versed in MDL procedures, having represented major companies in high-profile MDL proceedings. Her recent experience includes serving as lead counsel successfully obtaining summary judgment in favor of a medical device manufacturer in the Middle District of Florida and serving as co-lead MDL counsel for a major pharmaceutical company in litigation consolidated in the Eastern District of New York. She has also served as MDL defense liaison counsel for another major pharmaceutical company in litigation consolidated in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and lead counsel for national litigation in multiple jurisdictions across the country for a medical device company. 
Shannon McClure – Blank Rome LLP
Shannon handles business disputes before federal and state trial and appellate courts, as well as in arbitrations and mediations. She also coordinates company resolution strategy, serving as strategic national counsel for large matters. 

Shannon previously served as national trial counsel to a global healthcare company in ongoing federal and state opioid litigation, and as co-liaison counsel to defendants in the multi-district In re Prescription Opiate Litigation (N.D. Ohio). She is also uniquely situated as the sole opioid litigator serving simultaneously on the company’s resolution strategy team. She is particularly adept when defending against multi-district litigation, putative class actions, and other complex matters. She frequently works on matters implicating multi-jurisdictional components, managing large defense groups, and coordinating with national plaintiff steering committees.

Shannon also counsels companies on the plaintiff side of the “v”, including detailed early case assessments assessing the merits of possible litigation arising out of commercial disputes, and filing and litigating the case if needed (including TROs and preliminary injunctions).
Shannon has significant experience in a variety of substantive areas of law, including commercial contract claims, business torts, antitrust matters, and public nuisance cases. She represents companies involved in the health care and pharmaceutical industries, energy/oil and gas, financial services, real estate, transportation, and telecommunications.

Stephen McConnell - Reed Smith LLP

Stephen litigates antitrust, securities, white collar criminal, and mass tort cases throughout the United States. Stephen has tried dozens of cases before juries in federal and state trial courts, with first-chair wins in both government and private practice cases. He has successfully argued significant matters before federal and state appellate courts. The private practice clients include major consumer products, pharmaceutical, medical device, energy, entertainment and real estate companies, among others. He has defended companies in class actions and multi-district litigations. Many of the cases centered on allegations of unfair or deceptive marketing.

Beena M. McDonald – Chimicles Schwartz Kriner Donaldson-Smith LLP

Beena Mallya McDonald is Partner in the Firm’s Haverford office. She brings more than 20 years of litigation experience as a federal and state trial attorney, having first-chaired numerous civil and criminal jury trials, hundreds of bench trials, and innumerable arbitrations, motions, and depositions. She has also successfully argued before the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation for centralization of large-scale nationwide class actions.

Beena focuses her practice on complex litigation including consumer protection, data privacy and security, ERISA, and securities fraud cases. She manages cases that demand significant motion practice, massive e-discovery, and numerous depositions of Fortune 500 corporate 30(b)(6) witnesses and fiduciaries, product design and development engineers, marketing heads, investment company executives, and liability and damages experts. She also serves as part of the firm’s Client Business Development group, responsible for overseeing client portfolio monitoring, evaluation, and litigation, and maintaining client relationships.

Cliff Merrell – Greenberg Traurig LLP

Cliff Merrell focuses his practice on products liability litigation, with an emphasis on pharmaceutical and medical device litigation. As national counsel for many pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers, Cliff has a wide range of experience managing products liability litigation in state court, federal court, and multidistrict litigation (MDL). His experience includes large mass tort actions as well as single plaintiff litigation. He has litigated cases involving a wide range of branded and generic pharmaceutical products for pain relief, depression, weight loss, birth control, and menopause. He has also litigated cases involving a wide range of medical devices, including insulin pumps, surgical mesh, endotracheal tubes, neurostimulators, and implantable cardioverter-defibrillators (ICDs). Cliff’s experience includes all aspects of litigation, including managing written discovery and document productions, taking and defending expert and fact depositions, and drafting and arguing motions. He has served as trial counsel in several pharmaceutical and medical device cases that have gone to verdict in state and federal court.
 
Alyson Oliver - Oliver Law Group PC
With a multi-faceted career spanning over 20 years, Alyson Oliver’s experience as a lawyer and managing partner of the Oliver Law Group P.C. has provided a solid foundation for handling intricate litigation. Oliver has thrived over the years on challenging courtroom battles and victories. As a dynamic lawyer, she is a diligent advocate for her clients. Oliver is skilled in all phases of litigation from the preparation and discovery phases through negotiations, hearings, and trials. Oliver has an innate ability to identify and digest legal issues and explain them to clients and juries in non-legal jargon that allows for ease of understanding. Oliver has represented companies, classes, individuals, and the community at large, often in complex matters. 
Rene Rocha - Morgan & Morgan
Rene is a partner at Morgan & Morgan and co-chair of Morgan & Morgan’s interdisciplinary Environmental & Toxic Tort practice. Mr. Rocha has been involved in a multitude of complex cases involving environmental contamination, property damage, crop damage, defective pharmaceutical drugs, fraud, nuisance, regulatory violations, and corporate profiteering. Throughout his time with Morgan & Morgan, Mr. Rocha has developed into a leader in the legal community and has achieved over $500 million in results for tort victims throughout the United States.
Peter Rotolo — Chaffe McCall LLP
Peter has represented international, national, and regional clients in every facet of litigation, with a particular depth of knowledge in products liability, and civil and commercial actions and disputes.  Peter is the head of the firm’s Civil and Commercial Litigation sections in the New Orleans office of Chaffe McCall.
Peter’s successful pharmaceutical and medical device litigation includes matters involving numerous multi-district litigations both in New Orleans and throughout the country.  He has served on expert, deposition, sales-representative, and strategy teams in multi-district litigation actions and has significant experience developing experts for those MDLs.  Peter has worked closely with clients on the defense against unfair trade practice claims brought by state attorneys general and has argued such matters before the Louisiana Supreme Court.  In addition, Peter has handled numerous matters involving tobacco litigation, general casualty litigation, insurance matters, and the defense of mass, class, and complex civil and commercial disputes both in court and in numerous arbitrations.


Steven Schwartz — Chimicles Schwartz Kriner & Donaldson-Smith LLP
Steven has prosecuted complex class actions in a wide variety of contexts. Notably, Mr. Schwartz has been successful in obtaining several settlements and judgments where class members received a full recovery on their damages. Representative cases include:
In re Philips Recalled CPAP, Bi-Level PAP, And Mechanical Ventilator Products Litigation, MDL No. 3014 (W.D. Pa.). The Court appointed Mr. Schwartz as Plaintiffs’ Co-Lead Counsel in this multi district litigation alleging claims for economic losses, medical monitoring and personal injury in connection with Philips’ recall of millions of CPAPs.

Edward Asner v. SAG-AFTRA Health Fund, No. 20-10914 (C.D. Cal.). Mr. Schwartz serves as Co-Lead Class Counsel in this ERISA case, which challenges the SAG-AFTRA Health Plan Trustees’ decision to merge the SAG and AFTRA health plans, their related failures to implement the merger and properly manage the Plan’s deteriorating financial condition, their imprudent negotiation of  the 2019 and 2020  Commercials, Netflix and TV/Theatrical contracts, and the subsequent decision to eliminate health benefits for senior actors. 

In re Macbook Keyboard Litigation, No. 5:18-cv-02813 -EJD (N. D. Cal.). Schwartz served as Co-Lead Class Counsel in this case alleging that the ultra-thin “butterfly keyboard in Apple MacBooks were defective.  

Snitzer v. Board of Trustees of the American Federation of Musicians Pension Plan, No. 1:17-cv-5361 (S.D.N.Y.). Mr. Schwartz served as Plaintiffs’ Lead Counsel in this case which alleged that the Trustees of the AFM Pension Plan made a series of imprudent, overly-aggressive bets by investing an excessive percentage of plan assets in risky asset classes such ss emerging markets equities and private equity far beyond the percentage of such investment by other Taft-Hartley pension plans.  
Susan M. Sharko — Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Susan is a certified civil trial attorney who concentrates her practice on products liability and mass torts. She has significant experience managing pharmaceutical and medical device litigation in federal and state courts throughout the United States, including the successful strategic development of R. 702 motions and R. 702 hearing presentations and arguments. Susan is highly regarded for her experience as global and national coordinating counsel in multidistrict pharmaceutical and medical device litigations. She also has significant experience in the design, negotiation and implementation of large national settlement programs. She has been appointed as lead and liaison counsel in MDL and state court litigations in New Jersey and around the country many times.
Ashlie Sletvold - Peiffer Wolf Carr Kane Conway & Wise LLP

Ashlie is the managing partner of the firm’s Cleveland and Youngstown offices. She represents plaintiffs in mass torts, civil rights, and fertility matters.

She began her legal career at a global law firm defending corporations in product-liability litigation. She then joined a civil-rights boutique representing plaintiffs injured by police misconduct, jail abuse, workplace discrimination, and constitutional violations.

Ashlie serves as Plaintiffs’ Co-Lead Counsel in In re: Tepezza Marketing, Sales Practices, and Products Liability Litigation (N.D. Ill.). She has also been appointed to the following leadership positions:
· In re: Abbott Preterm Infant Nutrition Products Liability Litigation (N.D. Ill.) (Plaintiffs’ Executive Committee)
· In re: Hair Relaxer Sales Practices, Marketing, and Product Liability Litigation (N.D. Ill.) (Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee)
· In re East Palestine Train Derailment Consolidated Class Action (N.D. Ohio) (Plaintiffs’ Co-Liaison Counsel).

Ashley has been appointed as Co-Lead Counsel of the In Re Suboxone Film Products Liability Litigation, MDL No 3092 (N.D. Ohio).
Michael C. Zogby — Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Mike serves as partner-in-charge of Barnes & Thornburg’s New Jersey and Philadelphia offices and is Co-Chair of the firm’s Trial & Global Disputes practice group. Mike represents pharmaceutical, medical device, life sciences, biotechnology, consumer products, manufacturing, and chemical companies in product liability, mass tort, toxic tort, environmental litigation, and business disputes alleging negligence, failure to warn, strict liability, design and manufacturing defects, fraud, consumer protection, breach of warranty, wrongful death, antitrust, intellectual property, eDiscovery, punitive damages, and trade secrets challenges.  Additionally, he counsels clients on cross-border eDiscovery issues, document and data preservation requirements, proportionality considerations, and privilege protections.  Mike is a member of the Board of Directors of the Product Liability Advisory Council and the Board of Trustees of the Trial Attorneys of America and Trial Attorneys of New Jersey.  He serves on the faculty of the National Trial Advocacy College at the University of Virginia School of Law.
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