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July 17, 2025

Termination of Mass-Tort MDLs Is Taking Longer

The Center updated its Excel spreadsheet containing the number of actions pending in 84 MDLs, including 44 mass-tort (arbitrarily defined as more than 1,000 actions), antitrust, and security-breach MDLs at the Center’s Research website at https://rabiejcenter.org/research/mass-tort-mdl/.  The data is based on JPML Monthly Statistical Reports, which were collected ending June 30 for the years 2012 through 2025.  (The filings in the 3M Combat Combat Earplug MDL were excluded because the large number skewed the results.)
On June 13-14, 2024, the Center held a bench-leadership conference at the Cleveland State University College of Law to find ways expediting the disposition of actions languishing in personal-injury mass-tort MDLs. The discussions were in advance of new Fed. R. Civ. P. 16.1, which takes effect on December 1, 2025, and requires parties to address, including to suggest, practices and procedures facilitating the resolution of actions and proceedings in MDLs. 
The updated data shows that it is taking longer to terminate the 30 mass-tort MDLs, which are five or more years old. 
Table 1 compares the percentage of open active actions pending in mass-tort MDLs in 2025 with 2022. In the intervening three years, the data shows that the termination of a majority of actions in mass-tort MDLs did not occur until years 8 and 9 in 2025 compared with years 5 and 6 in 2022.  Table 2 contains the number of actions pending as well as the number of these mass-tort MDLs. 


TABLE 1: Percentage of Open Actions Pending in Mass-Tort MDLs

	Year
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	2022
	97%
	94%
	88%
	75%
	56%
	45%
	37%
	22%
	20%
	18%
	18%
	   --

	2025
	99%
	96%
	88%
	87%
	81%
	79%
	59%
	51%
	13%
	9%
	5%
	5%



TABLE 2: Open Actions and Number of Mass-Tort MDLs

Years		            No. of MDLs		          Open Actions          Percentage of Total  	
	5 Years
	30 MDLs
	156,423
	81%

	6 Years
	27 MDLs
	152,294
	79%

	7 Years
	24 MDLs
	114,854
	59%

	8 Years
	19 MDLs
	100,097
	51%

	9 Years
	16 MDLs
	25,868
	13%

	10 or More Years
	9 MDLs
	16,849
	9%
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