
[image: Graphical user interface, timeline

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

THREE EFFECTIVE MASS-TORT MDL RESOLUTION MODELS 
	SEPTEMBER 18, 2025	

I. Campbell Remand Resolution Model
Hon. David Campbell - Bard IVC Filter MDL No. 2641 (6 years)

A. August 2015 -- JPML centralizes MDL No. 2641 -- 22 cases
B. December 2015 – master complaint, including provision for punitive damages
C. December 15, 2015 – short-form fact sheets (profile form) to be submitted by every plaintiff within 60 days of filing action
D. Early 2016 – first phase of discovery completed (production of common-issue discovery documents)
E. April 1, 2016 – 48 cases selected as candidate pool for bellwether trials (parties required to submit detailed fact sheets)
F. February 2017 – second phase of discovery completed (common fact and experts issue including extensive documents)
G. March 2018 – first bellwether trial
H. May 2018 – second bellwether trial
I. September 2018 – third bellwether trial (earlier selected bellwether cases dismissed on statute of limitations grounds)
J. February 2019 – Plaintiffs withdraw selected bellwether case
K. March 21, 2019 – Cases unlikely to settle by November 1, 2019, will be remanded (deadline extended several times)
L. May 2019 – final bellwether case settled
M. May 31, 2019 – order entered that no new cases can be added to MDL (8,000 cases pending at the time)
N. October 17, 2019 -- First tranche of 400 cases remanded because not likely to settle soon
O. March 20, 2020 – Second tranche of 1,500 cases remanded because not likely to settle 
P. April 20, 2021 - Third tranche of 400 cases remanded because not likely to settle soon
Q. Total of 5,400 cases disposed of, and 2,600 cases remanded
II.  Robreno “Rocket Docket” Trial Following Lone-Pine Order Model
Hon. Eduardo Robreno -- Asbestos, MDL No. 875 (5 years)

A. July 1, 1991 – JPML centralizes 200,000 cases mired in litigation for many years in MDL No. 875
B. October 1, 2008 – JPML assigns Judge Eduardo Robreno to preside over MDL No. 875
C. September 3, 2009 – plaintiffs ordered to submit medical reports similar to Lone Pine order
D. September 2009 – cases scheduled for show-cause hearings (300-1,500 cases scheduled at a time after receiving notice 3-4 weeks before hearing date for the next four years)
E. Following show-cause hearing, cases dismissed or given 90-120 days to conduct fact discovery under rocket docket type schedule
F. After discovery expiration, cases scheduled for final settlement conference or court holds hearing on summary-judgment motion within 30 days after motion filing and rules within the next ten days (target of 74 days from filing of summary-judgment motion to JPML remand for those that survive the motion) 
G. November 23, 2011 – JPML enters order that no new cases can be added to MDL 
H. September 30, 2013 — 183,545 cases resolved (Average of 3,750 cases disposed of per month for four-year period)
I. October 2008 - October 2013 --750 cases remanded following procedures
III.  Rodgers Self-Executing “Lone-Pine” Order Followed by Mandatory Mediation and “Rocket Docket” Trial Model
Hon. Casey Rodgers -- 3M Combat Arms Earplug, MDL No. 2885 (5 years)

A. April 2019 – JPML centralizes actions
B. General-causation discovery begins
C. July 2019 – Parties agree to Discovery TAR protocol 
D. September 2019 – Long-form complaint
E. January 2020 – Omnibus motion to remand ruling
F. January 2020 – Privilege log; bellwether cases selection
G. February 2020 – Summary-judgment motion deadline
H. April 2020 – General-causation discovery ends – started in June 2019
I. April 2021 – First of 16 bellwether trials scheduled
J. August 2023 – Court formally announced global settlement with defendant agreeing to $6 billion settlement terms contingent on a defendant’s right to “walk away” from the settlement if less than 98% of claimants agreed (259,388 pending actions)
K. August 2023 – CMO 57, imposes extensive discovery obligations to comply within 30-60 days on plaintiffs who reject settlement (similar to Lone-Pine order). CMO 60 required registration of all plaintiffs. Self-executing dismissals with prejudice for cases that fail to register and for those who opt out of settlement and fail to comply with the Lone-Pine type order administered by Brown Greer automatically through MDL Centrality without show-cause hearing.
L. Cases opting out of settlement and fulfilling discovery obligations subject to mandatory mediation (with parties splitting costs of settlement mediator) followed by 180 days for fact discovery, experts, summary judgment motions (“rocket-docket” type schedule) 
M. February 2024 – 21,000 cases dismissed with prejudice for failure to register with the knowledge that meeting the requirements of the Lone Pine order would apply for those who did register and opted out of settlement under CMO 57 (self-executing dismissal for failure to comply without show-cause hearing)
N. Defendant’s 98% walk-away provision, which took effect if more than 5,188 cases rejected settlement, was not activated because the 21,000 cases who did not agree to settle were dismissed  
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